	Protesters go to the dump   

                                        (article from the SHOWCASE newspaper Mar-April,2007)
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At 7:00 a.m. on Saturday morning a group of concerned residents came to the gates of the Brock Landfill site to protest against the possible expansion of the dump. The protesters included members of Brock and Georgina Against Garbage (BAG) and politicians from Brock, Mayor Larry O'Connor, Ward 3 Councillor Anthony Woodruff and Regional Councillor John Grant and two Georgina Councillors.
The Brock Landfill site located on Sideroad 17 must be cleaned up as it is leaching, explained Brock's Ward 3 Councillor Anthony Woodruff. This leaching was brought to light officially by the Ministry of Environment (MOE) and the site's owner, Durham Region was ordered to prepare a remedial action plan that would address the issue. After a detailed review with consultants a proposed plan of remediation to present to the MOE was brought forward to Durham Regional Council. Councillor Woodruff says part of the proposed plan is to "bring in fill" in the form of garbage at the rate of 126,000 tonnes. He reported an amendment by Brock's Regional Councillor John Grant to have the "fill" actually be clean fill not garbage was voted down at the Regional council level. Following the plan, once the "fill" is put in place, there will be a membrane which is "like a tarp placed over the dump" explains Councillor Woodruff adding this would then allow for the dump to be safely closed with no leaching in the future. Currently, Brock Township residents generate about 5,000-6,000 tonnes of garbage a year that goes to the Brock Landfill site so the idea of having 126,000 more tonnes of garbage coming from outside of Brock Township is quite alarming to some Ward 3 residents, he said adding he came to join the protest to represent those residents.
"We are not going to put up with having a leaking dump here," says Barbara Brett of BAG adding getting this message out was the purpose of the protest. She says BAG is hoping to get everybody aware of what potentially could happen to the Brock Landfill site if any expansions take place. She adds that the BAG's mandate is to "get the dump cleaned up and closed" explaining the location of the dump is right near water courses that link up to Lake Simcoe.
Councillor Woodruff says that Brock Council wants to see the Brock landfill cleaned up and closed down. "We (Brock Council) are 150% in support of getting the (Brock) dump cleaned up," he said.
Mayor Larry O'Connor agrees the dump needs to be gone. "The most important thing is protection of our environment and watershed and Lake," he said adding that council wants the landfill site cleaned and closed and "we want it done properly".
The Brock landfill site is a 40.5 hectare site that started in the 1950's and was approved by the MOE to receive waste in 1975. 


