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After a quiet summer, Durham Region is ready to proceed with the clean-up of the Brock landfill site.
According to Mirka Januszkiewicz, Durham's Director of Waste Management Services, regional staff and consultants met with representatives from the Ministry of the Environment (MOE) over the summer to clear up any of their outstanding concerns with the site.
"We had two meetings with the Ministry over the summer to explain our rationale behind what we're doing at the site," she said.
While many of the projects taking place over the next few months are administrative - gaining approvals and finalizing plans - the Region is also in the midst of forming a public liason committee to deal with the concerns of local residents.
"We're developing terms of reference for the committee right now," Ms. Januszkiewicz said.
"When those are finished, we'll put a notice on our web site and in the newspaper urging residents to take part. We're hoping to have the committee established in December, with their first meeting in January."
A key component of the remediation efforts is an additional 126,000 of garbage and fill that will be deposited at the landfill in order to shape the site.
Under the Region's schedule, 25,000 tonnes of garbage from other Durham Region municipalities will be shipped to the dump each year for three years starting in September of 2008.
The landfill currently accepts between 5,000 and 6,000 tonnes of waste per year from Brock Township.
"We're hopeful that all approvals will be in place by September of 2008," Ms Januszkiewicz said.
Also, the property must be expanded to establish a buffer area to the north. Regional staff have begun negotiations to acquire the privately-owned property, but have alternative measures in place should those talks break down.
Last week, the works committee authorized staff to commence expropriation proceedings should the Region not be able to sway the landowners to sell. The schedule has land acquisition slated to wrap up by March of next year.
"The acquisition of the property is essential in... ensuring continued operation of the landfill in an environmentally responsible manner," reads a report from works commissioner Cliff Curtis.
In addition to those measures, the Region will install an engineered cover to limit rain water, as well as surface water and leachate management systems.
The MOE ordered the Region to deal with leaching from the site in October 2006.

