May 11, 2007

Letter from Heather Gillies to The Star

On pristine land leading through various large and small waterways, to Lake Simcoe, sits a property owned by the Region of Durham.  If you check a map you will find it located at the corner of the 13th Concession of Brock and the 17th Sideroad.  If you approach from the west on the 13th Concession you will note on your left a beautiful wet land, bog, swamp, home to geese, fish, frogs, wildlife, flora and fauna.  If you approach from the 17th sideroad, from Highway 48 and the North, you will note a pond on a neighbouring northern farm, and wet lands both on and off site. 
 

However, once you enter the site you will, if you investigate (and we encourage you to do so by walking it), you will find mountains of garbage, growing by the day, and mountains of "cover" (which is largely crushed up shingles loaded with what virtually constitutes bunker oil).  If you move further into the site you will see that to the North and the west the garbage touches the perimeter of the site, and the refuse blows on to the neighbouring properties.  The pond to the north is polluted with leachate and cattle which fed from it were unable to successfully give birth to their calves.  To the west the farmer has to either get off his tractor every 20 feet to pick up garbage, or bale it into the feed for his animals.  And in both directions the plume has leached and the ground water is polluted by the admission of Durham Region's own consultants/engineers.
 

A walk to the south will lead you on to the environmentally sensitive wet lands which are being surveyed and encroached to take more garbage.
 

Historically this site is the Gibson Hill Swamp which runs into the Pefferlaw Brook, and the Pefferlaw Brook runs into Lake Simcoe.  An aerial view through any internet site will show the watercourse entering and leaving the mound of garbage, carrying with it whatever leaches from the garbage.  The effects on the aquifer have never been ascertained.
 

The Region of Durham bought the site for a dollar when Regional Government took over in the 70's.  Until then it had been first an old gravel pit, abandoned in the 50's, and then an open pit for Brock's limited garbage at a time we simply didn't understand what we were doing to the environment.
 

Anecdotally we know that PCB's were dumped in the site, apparently through transformers and drums of PCB's.  However, the property is now owned by Durham who have declined to do the deep testing which would be necessary to get to the bottom of the massive pile, and ascertain that which we are pressuring into the ground and ground water.
 

Durham has some test "wells", none of which go to the known depth of the garbage on site.  20 years ago one drove down into the dump.  Now you look up, way up, past the height of the adjacent land.  
 

Durham has had Gartner Lee reports since the 1970's when they took over the site, reflecting varying degrees of pollution emanating from and being produced by the open dump.
 

Since then they appear to have put an end to the testing of the well sites within the swamp/environmentally sensitive bog on site.  One has to wonder why.
 

A very few years ago the residents of Brock expressed concern to the Region of Durham relating to cover being placed on the dump to contain the blowing garbage.  It was ascertained that the cover was in fact paper sludge, which is banned on neighbouring farms.  The Region advised that they had the Ministry of the Environment's approval to use the paper sludge as cover.  We checked with the Ministry.  They had not approved the cover, nor had they in fact been even approached on the subject, we were told.  That cover came to an end according to the Region, but the residents became more vigilant.
 

As time went on Mr. Cliff Curtis, Commissioner of Waste Management for the Region of Durham, came to Brock Council, and the residents, and advised of a proposal to use this leaching, unlined little dump, intended solely for 6000 tonnes a year of Brock Garbage, to hold all of the garbage for the Region of Durham, and this would somehow protect Brock in the event that the Michigan Border were to close and York Region and Toronto needed a contingency site for garbage in a crisis.  
 

Representatives of Brock and Georgina Against Garbage, a community based group in the area, approached the Region of York and asked they not consider Brock as their dumping ground.  To our embarrassment and relief we were told there had never been any such intention by York Region, that they had a 20 year contract with Green Lane in the St. Thomas area and the threat was effectively bogus.  Toronto then acquired Green Lane (presumably with its contracts in tact), and the same appears to be the case.  The threat which was to cause us to take all of Durham's garbage faded as nothing more than a tactic or strategy to make Durham's proposal inviting.
 

And what is Durham's proposal?  Durham, because of pressure by community groups such as B.A.G., have been called to account by the Ministry of the Environment, for the leaching and bad management of the Brock Dump.  (Keep in mind that a landfill is engineered.  This is just a dump).  There is an order now to have the Region rehabilitate the dump.  
 

They passed a resolution in Durham Regional Council to have a Technical Assessment of the site to determine what it would take to, among other things, expand the dump vertically and horizontally.  And that, in fact, is there intention.
 

Durham has flatly refused to provide the Terms of Reference.
 

In January of this year the results of that assessment was put before the Works Department of the Region of Durham.  The proposal of Conestoga Rovers (their consultants on this issue) was to round out the mismanaged dump with about 126,000 tonnes of Durham's (not just Brock's 6000 tonnes) of garbage and then place an organic non permeable cover over the entire pile.  There would be leachate pools around the base and some proposal for removal of that leachate although the specifics are not clear.  They would buy up land to buffer them and deal with the already polluted land.
 

Once that was accomplished a further 725,000 or more tonnes of garbage from Durham would be dumped on top of this cover, leaching into those same pools, at a rate of about 120,000 tonnes a year, and then covered again and left, coming to a massive addition of 850,000 tonnes of garbage to the profit of Durham, and the detriment of Brock residents and Township.
 

The Region of Durham strategically approved step 1 and left step 2 for discussion once step 1 was accomplished.  
 

Members of B.A.G. were told unequivocally by Chairman Anderson of the Region of Durham that under no circumstances would he consider cleaning up the mess, covering it (step 1) and then closing it.  They fully intended and do intend to go the second step and complete the project and the destruction of the surrounding lands, watercourses, social and related environments, putting 20 times the number of trucks on the dirt roads traveled by farmers, school buses and the like.  This is fact.
 

The Ministry of the Environment received a proposal for remediating the site and sent it back to Durham for further changes.
 

The Ministry of the Environment has advised that an Environmental Assessment will only be triggered if there is an "expansion" of the dump.  And here's the problem.
 

The Original Certificate of  Approval was vague as many are from the 1970's.  Although the parcel of land on which the dump sits was described in terms of dimensions, and the footprint of the garbage dump itself, the Certificate is silent with respect to two critical elements.  First and foremost is height, and this is the most critical.  The second is the geographic area from which the garbage may be brought.  Although traditionally that has only been Brock, it is now Durham's position that they can bring it from wherever they choose, and that they fully intend to bring in all of Durham's garbage (not on contingency but as a matter of course).
 

The absence of a height restriction results in a proposal as shown above which would bring the top of the dump of garbage to the same elevation as one half the height of the CN Tower.    To say it would be visible is an understatement.
 

The Region of Durham has made clear their intention, knowing by their own admission that the site can never and would never have passed a full Environmental Assessment, to ignore current environmental standards, rely upon an archaic and dangerous Certificate of Approval, and dump for profit on Brock Township.  
 

The Ministry of the Environment, despite our efforts to bring this to their attention, don't seem to be cross referencing and noting that the Certificate of Approval has no height restriction.  The net result is that Durham may not be seen to be expanding the dump by going up instead of out.  And the further net result is an enormous environmental disaster presently within Brock, before long in our waterways and Lake Simcoe, and eventually with greater and long lasting health detriments.
 

Brock Township already has an unusually high incidence, in the are of the dump, of various birth defects, and tragic illnesses, all of which are being researched.  The connection is to date anecdotal but significant.
 

We believe you may wish to go on to the site and view the damage, as well as to view the surrounds, the waterways, the polluted ponds and creeks, and the consternation of the public.  Should you wish to do so we would be more than happy to escort you.  As residents it is our prerogative to do so.
 

You should know that when recently there was a demonstration outside the site (not on the site) by over a hundred residents, Durham Region sent one of their representative down from the site to attempt to intimidate by taking Polaroid pictures, and then by calling the Durham police (three cruisers including a supervisor) to further intimidate and threaten with arrest.  The made clear they knew where we all lived which seemed a curious comment to a peaceful group of residents, farmers, a youth group, children, local Council members from Brock and Georgina, and others.  An odd reaction to say the least.
 

Yours very truly
Heather Gillies
Brock and Georgina Against Garbage B.A.G.
www.bagagainstgarbage.com
(905) 895-4571 work
(705) 437-4866 home
