Dump plan could impact Georgina            
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(Georgina) - Georgina residents are joining their counterparts in neighbouring Brock Township in battling plans to enlarge a dump near a tributary of Pefferlaw Brook that leads to Lake Simcoe. 

Durham Regional Council gave the green light last week to move ahead with the expansion despite opposition from citizens' groups and Brock council. 
The dump, on Sideroad 17 near Cannington, has no liner and is leaching into neighbouring properties and water sources. 

Durham Region, which operates the landfill operation, has plans to accept more than 100,000 tonnes of garbage annually, possibly from other municipalties. The landfill currently accepts between 5,000 and 6,000 tonnes of waste per year from Brock Township only. 

The expansion will tie in with the recent order from the provincial Ministry of Environment for a clean-up of the site. 

Remediation and expansion are one of three options presented in a report to the region's public works committee. 

Brock council members want to block the expansion and close the dump down. 

"I'm unable to find one redeeming quality about the Brock dump. My constituents want this dump closed," Councillor Anthony Woodruff said. 

Mr. Woodruff, the past president of the Georgina Chamber of Commerce, told The Advocate the issue should be a concern to Georgina residents. 

Durham Road 23 is "an invisible boundary" between Brock and Georgina that doesn't prevent the negative effects of a dump, he said. 

In addition to financial implications for residents near the dump, there are also health concerns. 

"There is that tributary to Pefferlaw Brook. They've shown this dump is leaching, which is why the MOE said clean it up. With it flowing into Lake Simcoe, a source of fresh drinking water, you can see it is a concern." 

There will also be an inevitable increase of heavy truck traffic on area roads, he said. 

Georgina Councillor Brad Smockum, who represents the Pefferlaw area, said he is dead set against the dump expansion. 

Mr. Smockum's farm had been one of the possible locations for the 1990s mega dump so he said he is familiar with the fight in Brock. 

"I'm certainly against this dump, but at the same time, we need to find an alternative. Trucking it to Michigan is not the answer either," Mr. Smockum said. 

Incineration could be the best alternative, possibly in partnership with York Region, he said. 

He knows there would also be issues with location and how to dispose of the ash, but that it is better than ever-increasing landfill. 

Plans call for the dump to expand vertically from its current height of about 30 feet above ground. The vertical expansion would create about 850,000 tonnes of capacity. 

In an effort to limit leaching from the site, Mr. Curtis said the region will examine capping the waste with an "impervious membrane" to stop water from running through it. 

The plans have a local group rallying against the expansion. 

"We're declaring war on Durham Region," said Peter Gillies, a member of Brock and Georgina Against Garbage. 

Mr. Gillies has questioned that timeline from the outset. 

"They've created this crisis on their own. This was never a contingency plan -- this was their plan," he said. 

The group has organized a meeting next Wednesday at 7:30 p.m. at the Cannington Legion to discuss what action to take. 

