August 20, 2006

Mr. John O’Toole
MPP Durham Region

Dear Mr. O'Toole:
 

I am a member of BAG (Brock & Georgina Against Garbage). www.bagagainstgarbage.com  Our group is very concerned with Durham Regions plans to expand the Brock dump to accept all of Durham’s waste once the border to Michigan closes. 
 

The dump presently accepts waste from Brock Twp. and has done for many years. It is situated on a sensitive wetlands and also has the Pefferlaw River running though it's site. It also is polluting the neighbouring properties as the dump leachate has spilled over it's boundaries. Lake Simcoe is also affected as the Pefferlaw River (which is carrying dump contaminants) runs directly into the lake. These problems have been identified by a consultant hired by Durham and yet the region has never made any attempt to fix these faults. Another thing that we have a problem with is the fact that this dump was placed on an old gravel pit and has no liner to hold in any contaminants that are produced.
 

Durham admits that this site would not pass an Environmental Assessment.  Therefore they are trying to skirt around the issue by expanding the dump within its boundaries with it's old certificate of approval or waiting until the situation with Michigan becomes a crisis at which time Ontario will relax it's standards for dumps.  We are not certain of their game plan but we do know it is one of the above.
 

As the MPP for the riding in which a lot of Durham's decisions are made we are asking you to help voice our concerns and to help us push for a full MOE environmental assessment before any further plans are continued.
 

A reply from you would be greatly appreciated
 

Yours truly
 

Peter Brett
