E-Letter from Peter Brett to Cliff Curtis, Durham Region

October 11, 2006

Cliff
 

Here is another source of a hazardous product that is getting more popular with energy costs soaring. These  will also end up in the Brock Dump which is unlined. This is just another reason to stop dumping waste in the Brock Dump. Consider ourselves lucky that the groundwater is still somewhat safe but you{Durham Region] should not keep pushing our  luck. It's time to consider immediate alternatives regarding your plans for the BROCK DUMP. What's your thought?
 

Peter 

Associated Press

COLUMBIA, Mo. - Although more people are using fluorescent light bulbs because they require less energy and last longer than incandescent bulbs, the fluorescents carry their own environmental risks.

Because the mercury vapor inside the fluorescents can damage the environment, Missouri passed a law in 2003 requiring businesses or groups that use large quantities of fluorescent bulbs to recycle them.

The law exempts small businesses, farmers and households that throw away only one or two bulbs at a time.

Apparently, many people in Missouri aren't aware of the law.

Only 25 percent of the 750 million lamps sold annually in the United States are recycled, according to HTR Group of Lake Ozark, which claims to be the nation's largest lamp recycling company. The figure is 20 percent in Missouri.

To help alleviate the problem, the Department of Natural Resources has given a $67,857 grant to the University of Missouri Extension to develop a statewide recycling network for fluorescents. So far 20 sites have been set up.

The bulbs contain heavy metals classified as hazardous materials - such as mercury, cadmium and lead - that have to be disposed of properly in large quantities. Trashed fluorescent bulbs can break, releasing mercury vapor into the air and, ultimately, into the water system and food chain.

"The alarming thing about mercury now is it has reached the saturation point in the environment, higher than what is considered to be safe levels," said Marie Steinwalks, director of the extension's Office of Waste Management.

An estimated 3,000 tons of bulbs are thrown into Missouri landfills every year, Steinwalks said. Violators can be fined up to $10,000, said Keith Bertels, chief of the Department of Natural Resources' Hazardous Waste Enforcement Unit.

Recycling can cost an average of about 50 cents a bulb, depending on quantity and location. Boone Hospital Center, for example, paid an average of 5 cents per lamp for the 2,600 lamps the company recycled through HTR Group last year, said Gary Wilburn, plant operations manager at the hospital.

Another option is to buy green-tip fluorescent bulbs, which can be thrown away because they contain less than .2 milligram of mercury and are not considered hazardous waste.

The University of Missouri-Columbia uses those bulbs and recycles them.

"In spite of the fact that they meet regulatory guidelines, they still contain a certain amount of mercury," said Todd Houts, assistant director of Environmental Health and Safety for the university.

"A lot of businesses don't know they are required to do this," Steinwalks said. "We really need their help in taking responsibility for taking a toll on the environment."





