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Brock dump leachate

A couple of weeks ago, I was given a tour of a landfill site near
the eastern border of Georgina township in Durham region generally
referred to as the Brock Dump. This dump was established in the 1950's and 
is
located in a Provincial sensitive wetland called the "Gibson Hill Swamp".
Currently, this is a small landfill site taking in about 6,500
tons/year allowing domestic and commercial waste, hazardous waste collection
and a small recycling depot. This site was an old gravel pit with no clay
base and virtually no capacity to contain the toxins that have built up
over the past 50+ years.

Along the lower edge of the landfill, at the bottom of the big
landfill hill, foul leachate seeps or flows directly into the wetland.
Simply put, the mountain of garbage is squeezing the leachate under 
tremendous
force, right into the wetland. The Pefferlaw Brook flows right through the
site before emptying into the Pefferlaw River and then into Lake Simcoe.

Not surprisingly, provincial water monitoring reports from 2006
revealed elevated levels of dump leachates are impacting groudwater and
migrating off site. You would think that the appropriate response would be 
to clean up
the site and close it down.  However, Durham Region has suggested that
the Brock landfill site capacity has not yet been met. Worse yet, Durham
Region wants to increase the tippage to 850,000 tonnes to meet the
dumps full capacity. This will take 6 to 8 years at a rate of 150,000
tonnes per year. Unbelievable! What about the long term
health of our local wells and the Lake Simcoe drainage basin ?

With the borders to Michigan set to close to our municipal waste,
we need to establish a new national standard for waste diversion with
packaging laws similar to those in place throughout most of Europe. It is
time to fundamentally change the way waste management is run in Canada. We
are rewarding municipalities with tipping fees for poisoning our land
and our water instead of rewarding them for diverting waste from landfill.
It is time to take the "profit out of poison" and stop this planned
expansion of the Brock Landfill site.
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