Lets Separate!

The time has come for Brock Township to separate from Durham Region and join the City Of Kawartha Lakes. The decision revealed at the Brock council meeting of January 10 for a massive dump expansion plan was the final straw. To pile 850,000 tons of waste 272 meters high on top of our 50 year old dump which is leaching into a sensitive wetland just makes absolutely no sense.  

It's time we taxpayers in Brock Township decide where we want to allocate our regional tax dollars. We are being abused by Durham Region with constantly increasing regional taxation, closing of the Sunderland police station, Durham Transit levies, diminishing police presence, the expensive new administration building, and now this crazy dump expansion plan.

Brock Township has a rural farm and recreation based economy similar to that of Kawartha Lakes and very different from urban Durham Region. It only makes sense that we have much more in common with,and will receive more appropriate service from Kawartha Lakes.  It is time for our newly elected council to take a stand and opt out of Durham Region, take back our local dump for Brock use only, and join Kawartha Lakes.

A recent article by Erin Hatfield in the January 26 Citizen states that we can expect a 3.5 per cent rise in the Durham regional 2007 budget. The article also states "When you get the transit and solid waste on top of everything else you are looking at five or six per cent." and "Every one per cent change in the Region's general purpose budget results in a tax increase of $17 for the typical resident." If you do the math we will be paying out an extra $85 to $96 each in 2007 for increased transit service, which is sparsely used by a few of our residents, and a massive dump expansion plan which will have a negative impact on all residents and future generations. Now is the time to separate from Durham Region and let them find a new township to use as their dumping ground.   

Yours Sincerely:

Jeff Elias
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