August 9, 2006

Dear Mr. G. Cubitt, Chief Administrative Officer, Durham Region

Thank you for your attendance at the Brock Township offices last Friday to meet with members of the committee for B.A.G. We hope you had a chance to check out the subject site of the Brock Dump as that is really the only way to fully understand the seriousness of our concerns and the inappropriateness of the site for any sort of expansion.

We have raised with you a number of issues and you have indicated your willingness to address them with the Region of Durham Waste Management representatives. We look forward to hearing from you with respect to all of those as soon as possible. We can advise that we have taken every reasonable step to deal with this matter through the proper channels and the frustration level is significant on the part of residents in the area. We are fully aware, and it is without question, that the Michigan border is closing to Ontario garbage at some point in the near future, sooner more likely than later. We cannot wait until a decision is made and then seek to stop what would then be an authorized expansion of the dump. We cannot wait until there is a self created emergency which has been predictable since we dealt with the I.W.A. and the Bob Rae government.

We take seriously the comments of both you and our mayor, Mr. Shier, that you have repeatedly been on the verge of having a safe alternative through incineration or gasification and, with the sweep of a pen the Provincial Government of the day has denied the proposal. We are the alternative. If gasification does not go ahead you will be looking for a much, much larger hole in the ground and there will be no incentive to do otherwise. The present proposal, which involves garbage from all of Durham on an "emergency basis", or all of Durham’s residual garbage after successful diversion of waste, and after gasification is unacceptable. You need to know that neither proposal, with or without gasification, is acceptable to Brock residents.

Mr. Curtis won’t provide us with the "terms of reference" by which the consultants with respect to the technical assessment on the dump site, for the purpose of expansion "both horizontal and vertical" have been instructed. We are no longer simply asking for them. We are, with the greatest of respect, as the taxpayers, the constituents, and the employers of Durham Region, demanding same at this time, and certainly within the week. If there is nothing untoward about those terms, they will be provided. The absence of them, as we have explained to you in person, is creating a very real concern about the forthright nature of our dealings with the Region and Waste Management in particular.

You have also indicated that there are other contracts being considered by the present haulers who have an obligation to do so. We accept that contractual negotiations are privileged as between the hauler and the site owners. We do need something concrete to be able to advise the residents as to whether those discussions are a) ongoing b) fruitful c) imminent. Again, without that information we have to look at the Durham hand out with which we have provided you and to which you have put your signature, and conclude that no such contracts are being negotiated realistically and in good faith, and that we are, again, the default position.

Time is running out. Patience is running out. Only fools would sit back and wait a few more months for the inevitable. Brock residents are anything but fools. This place is pristine, and it is ours, and we propose to keep it that way. 

It is important for Durham to understand that, as patiently as we are undertaking this, we are adamant and determined that the Brock site will not be expanded for Durham or other use. We are being patient in the hope that this realization will become apparent to the Region of Durham, and that it is entirely understood that as we go through this "educational" process with Durham and the Province, that Brock will simply not stand for any sort of expansion, horizontally, vertically, geographically or otherwise. The residents of Brock will, quite literally, stand together on this if we cannot have this resolved after Durham has been made aware of the deficiencies in the logic and planning presently underway. 

Ms. H. Gillies, Cannington
