Letter from H. Gillies, BAG  to  G. Battarino, MOE
March 8, 2007

We forwarded to you a copy of the Resolution of our First Nations brothers and sisters from Georgina Island.  It is my understanding from Peter Gillies that this resulted in misinformation being provided to that Council to the effect that the dump was not leaching into adjacent water.  This is patently false.  The Gartner Lee Reports provided by and to Durham, and then to the Ministry, on an ongoing basis, over many many years, documents the leaching problem within the limitations of their testing.  In their testing they chose not to follow through with the "wells" for testing within the affected wet land area.  This omission was, we assert, intentional and strategic.  
 

Please advise me by return email as to the individual within the Ministry who conveyed this misinformation, and please confirm that you have directly reviewed the technical reports which document the leaching.  
 

We have to wonder as to why the Ministry would even make this assertion, and whether this indicates that the Ministry is working with Durham Region as opposed to working for the residents directly in the path of this proposal.  We need to know what discussions are in fact taking place between Durham and the Ministry, as those discussions are certainly not including us.
 

We also need to know why the Conservation Authority has not been advised of the proposal, which is in fact the information we have from that Authority.  Surely they need to be forewarned, rather than being asked for approval after the fact.
 

You need to know, and convey to the Minister and to those involved in this project through the Ministry, that the misinformation, lack of proper communication, and behind closed door activity going on within the Ministry is creating massive mistrust, agitation, and will likely result in the residents having to take self help actions as a group and individually, to protect our health, our environment, and the viability of our pristine community.  I cannot stress enough how badly this approach with respect to the residents is affecting trust, and is inflaming the situation to extremely uncomfortable levels.
 

We wish a meeting with someone in your office in a position to inform them self or selves, and inform us, immediately.  We need someone with the authority to do something.  We are, quite frankly, very very tired of calling members of your Ministry only to be advised that the left hand knows nothing of what the right hand is doing.
 

Please contact me today either by email or by phone.
 

Yours very truly
 

 

(705) 437-4866 home
(905) 895-4571 work
