Heather Gillies letter to Terry Clayton, Durham Region

October 11, 2006

Mr. Terry Clayton

384 Osborne Street

Beaverton, Ontario

 

Dear Mr. Clayton:

Re: Brock Dump

Thank you for your contribution to last night’s All

Candidates Session in Cannington. As you know we represent Brock and Georgina Against Garbage. We, like you, are concerned about misinformation or lack of information as we attempt to come to grips with the extent and nature of the problem with this old dump.

I note, with interest, your comments last night that you would want factual information in order to come to any different conclusions regarding dump, and I certainly recognize that as reasonable.

Can you advise as to whether and when you have availed yourself of the material at the Brock Township Offices dealing with the dump, in particular reports such as the Gartner Lee reports which have been made available at those office since 1999, including 2005, and which reflect concerns about the leaching of the dump? If not, that might be a good starting point. Some of this would date from your tenure as Mayor and Regional Representative for Brock Township.

In addition, and as you are likely aware, the Region of Durham brought a motion some months ago for a ‘Technical Evaluation’ of the dump for the explicit purpose of considering the merits of expansion, both vertically and horizontally. Despite all requests by citizens, and we as legal representatives for B.A.G., we have been categorically refused access to the Terms of Reference for that Evaluation, which would be critical to an understanding of any final report, as I am sure you can appreciate from your experience in the Township and Regional offices.

At meetings held between Regional Representatives including Mr. Cliff Curtis, and members of the community, we were promised and assured that he report stemming from this evaluation would be made available to us immediately upon its completion. We have confirmed it is complete. Again, we have been categorically refused access to that information.

As far as we can ascertain, both the Terms of Reference and the Report itself are not purported to have been created for the purpose of litigation and not information and we are prohibited from receiving it.

As you can imagine, we, like you, seek factual information regarding what could otherwise become a devastating situation, both in terms of the environment and also the property values and hence the tax base for this community. Regrettably, we are not allowed access to information which would allay those concerns and no longer have trust in the Regional representatives with respect to Waste Management to properly inform us as we have an absolute right to be informed.

Can you advise as to whether you are prepared at this time, and post election, to obtain and provide to us and to all residents the Terms of Reference of this Evaluation, and the report?

Will you be reviewing all documentation presently in existence in order to properly represent the residents of Brock both on Council and at the Region, in the event of your election?

Given that there were representations made last night relating to a Provincial order for some sort of remediation, would you, similarly, provide a copy of same to the resident so they may make educated decisions on necessary courses of action?

I look forward to hearing from you at your earliest possible convenience.

Yours very truly

STIVER VALE

 

 

 

Heather Gillies

