Region approves work at landfill
By Scott Howard, Citizen Editor

Brock’s landfill will be growing, but not as much as anticipated.
Regional council approved a remedial action plan to handle leachate at the site – which calls for expansion to be limited to 126,000 tonnes – at their meeting last week.

Durham Region’s works committee had previously amended the report to 850,000 tonnes of Durham’s garbage to be shipped to the local landfill, to 126,000 tonnes.
According to staff, that figure is needed to safely proceed with cleaning up the site.

While the motion ensures that any further expansion must go through regional council and the Ontario Ministry of the Environment, there is still a chance that more of Durham’s garbage will be coming north.

Should the energy-from-waste facility not be functional by the time the Michigan border closes in 2010, the landfill would likely prove to be the only option for the Region.
“Brock is still being used as a fallback option,” regional councilor John Grant said.

“We need to be vigilant.  The door is still open.”

Coun. Grant brought dozens of copies of the January 19th issue of the Brock Citizen to his colleagues at regional council to educate them on local resistance to the plan.

· Continued from above
Brock council wants Region to co-operate with B.A.G.
“There’s only two groups in Brock Township.  Those who want the dump closed and those who want it for local use only.” he said.

Mayor Larry O’Connor agreed.

“We can’t afford just to sit back and wait for this to happen.” He said.

“This council has been on record as not wanting garbage imported from anywhere.  We’ve never wavered.”

The Township is also calling on the Region to open the lines of communication with a local group fighting against expansion of the site.

The Mayor put forward a motion at last week’s council meeting urging the Region’s works committee to send B.A.G. (Brock and Georgina Against Garbage) a copy of the consultant’s report on the possible expansion of the site.
Communication between the Region and members of B.A.G. has been strained at best up to this point.

“I don’t think it would be fair if they (B.A.G.) didn’t have access to the information.  This process needs to be as open as possible.” Mayor O’Connor said.

The motion was approved by township council, but it’s still unclear whether the Region will co-operate.

B.A.G. is meeting next Wednesday (Feb. 7) at the Cannington  Community Centre  **(CORRECTION – Cannington Legion)** in effort to rally more local residents to their cause.  The meeting will be held at 7:30 p.m.

For more information, call (705) 437-4866 for details or visit the group’s web site at www.bagagainstgarbage.com
