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	Durham Region to purchase property north of Brock landfill for buffer zone
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	WHITBY, ON  November 21, 2007 – Durham Regional Council today approved the purchase of a parcel of land immediately north of the Brock Township Landfill, specifically located on the southwest corner of Brock Concession Road 14 and Sideroad 17. 

On October 13, 2006, the Ministry of the Environment (MOE) issued a Provincial Officer’s Order (Order) requiring the Region to develop a Remedial Action Plan (RAP) and Site Operations Report (SOR) to control leachate at the Brock Township Landfill. The Region retained Conestoga Rovers Associates to review the site and prepare the necessary submissions as required by the Order. The RAP and SOR submitted to the MOE on January 31, 2007 and March 30, 2007 respectively, identified the need for acquiring a portion of the property just north of the landfill as a buffer for the landfill.

Assuming responsibility and ownership of the land, which includes a suitable buffer area, will allow the Region to implement the necessary remedial works, such as the construction of a leachate collection and treatment system. This parcel of land will also allow current and future monitoring while serving as a long-term buffer land to ensure continued accessibility and operation of the landfill in an environmentally responsible manner.

“There has been some concern from residents that we are purchasing this property to expand the Brock Township Landfill,” said Cliff Curtis, Commissioner of the Works Department. “This is not the case. It just makes operational and business sense for us to purchase the entire property. We are not going to expand the landfill area. In any case, it would take a full environmental assessment to enlarge the existing landfill.”

By acquiring the farm in its entirety in an expeditious manner, the Regional Municipality of Durham will save significant legal and appraisal fees, as well as the cost of expropriating the required land. In addition to saving time and legal expenses, owning the entire property to the north will also remove any future issues with respect to a neighbour immediately north of the active landfill site.

The Region maintains contact with the MOE and is committed to protecting the natural environment and improving site conditions at the Brock Township Landfill. Information related to the Brock Township Landfill, a 40.5-hectare site, can now be found on the Regional Municipality of Durham’s website at www.region.durham.on.ca/brocktownshiplandfill. 
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