Deputation from Heather Gillies on behalf of B.A.G. to the Georgina Environmental Advisory Committee

May 2, 2007

Thank you for the opportunity to address you this evening on a matter which is equally of concern to Georgina as it is to the Township of Brock, to the Region of York as it should be but is not to the Region of Durham.

Environmental hazards know no such Regional boundaries nor do they respect them. That is obvious. The Lake upon which Georgina Island, and the Town of Georgina sit, is the same one on which Cities such as Barrie and Orillia sit, as does the Township of Brock.

Each of us is responsible, or should be, to the others affected by our activities, our industry, our agriculture, and our waste management. We have no more right to funnel raw sewage into that same lake we share, than we have to funnel garbage into it through brooks, wetlands, rivers and streams.

And yet we do.

About a dozen years ago Georgina was instrumental in stopping the Province of Ontario from dumping one square mile 120 feet deep of raw mixed garbage onto farmlands in Georgina. Georgina knows better. Unfortunately the lesson, unlike pollutants, does not seem to travel to neighbouring townships such as Brock.

We live a stone’s throw from the Brock dump, located a mile or so inside Brock and Durham, a mile or so from Georgina, and located on environmentally sensitive wetlands, brooks and watercourses, adjacent to now polluted ponds and streams, all of which ultimately find their way into our drinking water, and our lake.

We also continue to own residential property in Georgina, land we fought to protect those many years ago when the Province attempted to turn us into an environmental wasteland. We continue to protect our land, whatever the Regional government with whom we must deal.

Regrettably, in the 1970's Brock sold its little leaching unlined non engineered dump, located on and old gravel pit, to Regional Government in Durham. Durham knew that the wells were already unhealthy and compromised, that the dump was already showing signs of leaching.

This had begun in the 50's when the local dump was set up, long before we knew what pollutants we were directing into our environment, our water, our air, our children. But when they bought the site they had a Gartner Lee study commissioned by them which ascertained the potential for harm.

And their response? The ignored each and every report, made on what I understand to have been a regular if not annual basis, at taxpayers money and to satisfy environmental requirements. They did so until the residents of Brock were up in arms over what was now apparent leaching into adjacent properties and ground or surface water. They had the reports. The admit they did nothing to remediate or protect the land. The simply made money at 6000 tonnes of garbage a year dumped willy nilly onto the site, running right up to the exterior borders with no buffers. 

The began to clear the wet lands to put in more garbage. They attempted to put prohibited cover in to the site claiming they had the Ministry of the Environment’s approval to do so. We have documentation to indicate that no only did they not have that authority, they had the audacity not to even both to ask for it. They were, for a time at least, stopped from the prohibited cover.

However, they continued to pile on the fill, ignore their own expensive consultants, and make money. 

The local wetlands ceased to have the sounds of wildlife, the site of healthy frogs and birds, successful nesting of geese, movement of fish. It became a gradually silent environment.

The Region of Durham’s solution? They sought to buy the offended land to the north, put up no trespass signs on the wetland, prevent residents from going up onto the active part of the site to see their activities.

They went further. They proposed that since the Ministry of the Environment for the Province was making a remediation order they would do the following, and for the record, this is exactly what they proposed.

Instead of putting 6000 tonnes a year of Brock’s local garbage on the leaching dump for 20 years and calling it full, closing it and dealing with the damage, they would put 850,000 tonnes of Durham’s garbage on the site. The first step would be 120,000 or more tonnes over 6-8 years, to round off the dump, put an "organic" cover which is unidentified over the pile, catch as much of the leachate as they could on the way through, and then start all over again, on top of the pile to bring it to 850,000 tonnes of raw fill. 

They called it a contingency plan in case Michigan closes its borders. They assured us that the energy from waste proposal would in fact deal with the garbage. They told us that we needed to take all of Durham’s garbage in order to protect ourselves from that of York and possibly Toronto.

We came to York to plead with York not to consider this and were told unequivocally that York had made safer arrangements and the threat to us was non existent. It was in fact a bogus threat to the residents.

We attempted to get further assurances about the energy from waste plan and were told unequivocally that there was no likelihood that this would be in place to deal with the Michigan deadline, despite the public assertions to the contrary. This came from Chairman Anderson and Commissioner Curtis who made clear they would not only cover their remediation costs but make money, heaps of money, from heaps of garbage, to an elevation one half the height of the CN tower.

The Region of Durham passed the first step of this proposal, the 120,000 or more tonnes. They fully intend to pass the balance. They made that clear to a number of the residents present here today, and they gave us reports from Conestoga Rovers who, under their terms of reference prepared these ill considered dangerous proposals.

We are here to plead with you to do what Georgina residents do best. Step up to the plate. Oppose this move by Durham. Make use of all of the documentation in our massive files to satisfy yourselves that this information comes from the proponents themselves and is not a creation or figment of furtive imaginations.

This environment, this lake, this rural environment is joined at earth level. At water level. It must be protected and it can be protected. We did it before. We must do it again. Without sounding like a 1970's militant the fact is that public and government opposition will stop it. We respectfully ask that you make whatever inroads you can as the Environmental Advisory Committee to see that Durham is stopped, is made to remediate, and is called fully to account in all respects.

