Deputation to Durham/York Residual Waste Study Committee – May 17, 2006
Thank you for allowing us to address you this afternoon.  I am Pewter Gillies and we are here representing a rapidly growing community based residents’ group known as Brock and Georgina Against Garbage.

We make this presentation as a direct result of information given to us by both the Commissioner and the director of Waste Management for Durham Region, as well as information sessions and presentations by your consultants and engineers.  We have relied upon their information in raising our concerns and those of our community.  We have reviewed the five binders full of material provided on the Internet, and handouts, on the project underway.

By way of background, five years ago, it came to our attention that Durham Waste Management was looking at the Brock Dump for potential expansion, in the event of an emergency or crisis in garbage.

This position was put forward again at a March 7, 2006 meeting in Brock at which Mr. Curtis gave a deputation seeking the support of Brock Council on this issue.  A was reported in the press and heard directly by us from Mr. Curtis, if the Michigan Border closes to Ontario’s garbage, there is more than a remote possibility that the garbage would be shipped from all of Durham, York and possible Toronto, to the Brock Dump on the 17th Sideroad.  The time line given in the material provided was the end of 2006, about 7 months away.  They would only have to provide a 90 day notice period to enforce this.

It was suggested at that time by Mr. Curtis that allowing Durham to prepare to expand to take Durham’s garbage would preclude or curtail the use of it by other outsiders, such as York and Toronto.

To our surprise w then determined that this issue had been raised at the Region by Mr. Curtis in October of last year, and that at November 16, 23rd and 30th meetings, approval was given to Mr. Curtis’ request that there be funds approved and that there be a “technical evaluation” of the site for the purpose of possible expansion.  There was no mention of “remediation”, only expansion.  That was all that was approved.  There was no public consultation on this issue.  Brock Council appeared to be uninformed, misinformed, or disinterested in the ramifications of this proposal.

We subsequently found ourselves informing ourselves on the Joint Durham/York Residual Waste Study proposals and results.  We can advise that we, as lay people, have reviewed all of the material provided on the Internet and find no fault with either the intention of this proposal, or the conclusions.  Again, we advise of this as lay people and place some level of trust in the expertise of your consultants, subject always to receipt and review of your ongoing documentation.
Over a dozen years ago residents in Durham and York attempted to introduce such proposals to avoid the Interim Waste Authority’s plans to establish a massive mixed waste landfill site to replace the Keele Landfill, which subsequently close for very good reasons.

Now a dozen years later York and Durham, and other jurisdictions in Ontario, are pushing forward to find an alternative to what you have identified in your study as the least palatable disposal of garbage, a hole in the ground.

Our concern is firstly this.  Is this too little too late?

According to Mr. Curtis, publicly, and Durham’s study in print, the Michigan border will likely close within a matter of months.  We rely on your information in that regard.
According to your studies, this proposal for thermal treatment of residual waste will be up and running by about 2011.  And this is predicted upon the diversion rates being met in both Durham and York, on the proposal receiving Ministry approval, and on a site being located and approved without opposition.  At the very least this leaves a five year period in which, according to Mr. Curtis, we are threatened with a garbage crises, nowhere for the garbage to go, no new mixed waste landfills being created in Durham Region, and pressure from York and Toronto to allow them to beat a path down our country roads to our mounting and leaking little dump site.
In anticipation of this, and based upon the potential for all of the above, Mr. Curtis has asked for a technical evaluation, not to remediate or close the site but to expand it.  It is on a floodplain, a wet land, leaches into wells, ponds, and creeks and ultimately our homes and Lake Simcoe.  It could not possible pass a full environmental assessment.

To be clear, this is not fear mongering on our parts.  It is based upon the information from both the Commissioner and Director of Waste Management of Durham Region.  It is based upon Gartner Lee studies prepared for Durham.  It is based upon well tests in the area.

While we support in principle the proposal being made by your consultants, the question arises as to why it is so late in coming?  The question arises as to what political or other incentive will there be to expedite your proposal if Mr. Curtis and company are successful and our dump is expanded for garbage from Durham, York or Toronto?

We are asking you to safely expedite this project.  We are asking Durham to finance whatever is necessary to move this forward and to fruition.  To be clear we are not asking that regulations, standards or stringent requirements be lessened.  If your project is appropriate, and safe and able to be approved, time is of the essence.  We ask Durham to prioritize this and treat this situation as an emergency.  Not the self created emergency which will lead to a mega land fill in Brock, but an emergency process, to avoid such a crisis.

We wish to make clear that under no circumstances will the responsible and self reliant citizens of Brock Township agree to take on a commitment to Durham’s garbage in order to avoid York and Toronto’s, as Mr. Curtis has suggested and recommended.  Brock is for Brock’s garbage.  Our landfill will be forced to close soon in any case.  It is becoming an environmental hazard as it stands.  Monitoring it will already be in place for many decades if not lifetimes.  It will not be expended.  This is not an option.

We ask that you work with Durham Waste Management to move a safe proposal forward expeditiously because Brock flatly rejects any alternative which involves expansion of our dump in our area.  We have what most people seek in terms of environment, community, lifestyle, and control.  Durham, in determining the time lines of this proposal needs to know and understand that Brock is not for sale.  Brock is not a “contingency” plan for Durham.
Mr. Curtis refers to the Brock Dump (which he acknowledges he has never walked, the runoff he admits he has never seen), as a “legacy landfill”.  We wish to advise you that this is a misnomer and no-one’s garbage may be our children’s legacy.

Subject to any questions you may have, those are our submissions.
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