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Deputation to Council – Brock Township – May 15, 2006
Good morning and thank you for allowing us to address you with citizen concerns.  I am Heather Gillies and a resident and landowner in Brock Township.  I am here on behalf of a community based residents’ group named ‘Brock and Georgina Against Garbage’.  Our concern is with respect to the Brock Dump, a non engineered dumping site for Brock’s garbage for the past 50 or more years, now being sighted for expansion both in size and usage.

For at least the past 20 years Durham Region has been aware of the potential for a garbage crisis, first as the Keele landfill and smaller local and regional landfills and dumps were closing, and now with the very real possibility of the closing of the Michigan Border to Ontario’s garbage prior to a solution for disposal of residual waste being fully implemented.  Througout all of this Brock took care of its own refuse.

It is about a dozen years ago now that all of York Region was threatened with the possibility of a mega dump to replace the Keele landfill.  At that time what became apparent was that the environmental test for establishing a new engineered landfill is virtually insurmountable.  This as a result of a growing public and scientific awareness of the impact on landfills on the environment.  Those tests and requirements have not been relaxed over those years but rather quite property increased.  The reality is that, in the ordinary course of things, it would not and could not be possible to establish a new landfill to hold the garbage being produced by Durham, York or Toronto.

In 2001 this community group addressed council and was assured that we would be kept in the information loop, advised of changes and consideration being given to any plans for expansion.  In March of this year the citizens discovered that the Commissioner of Waste management for Durham Region, a committee on which our mayor sits regularly, was to attend and give a deputation to Council.  What became apparent from that session was that Mr. Curtis and Durham see Brock as a potential place for expansion and for coping with an emergency, a “crisis” of garbage with respect to Durham, York, and in a pinch all of Toronto.  Mr. Curtis declined to answer questions with respect to those plans but assured us that answers would be forthcoming.  They have not.

We have answers to questions regarding gasification and alternative methods of residual waste disposal.  However, according to York and Durham jointly, and assuming the heavy lobbying and legislative changes being pushed through the legislatures of Michigan and Washington, that border will close within either a matter of months, or at best a couple of years.  There is no contingency plan for dealing with hundreds of thousands of tones of garbage presently crossing into Michigan.  Gasification or such other solution cannot possible be ready in time.  There has to be site approval and proper environmental assessments with respect to the specific location and project.  There can be no assumption that those will occur without opposition wherever the site is planned, or that the Ministry will simply look the other way during the assessment process.
What has become apparent since March of this year is that in October of last year there was a secret, private meeting at the Regional level, with our mayor as our representative, on that very same issue.  On November 16, 2005 there was a Region meeting in which the proposal and the financial requirements of investigating the proposal were the subject of a motion, apparently carried unanimously.  This was reinforced on November 23, 2005 and later on November 30, 20005.

As yet the citizens of Brock, who would be most impacted by the project, were not informed or consulted, and the handout or report of Mr. Curtis which was presented at the time to the Committee, including our mayor as our representative, was not made public.  There was no public consultation.

There is a technical report being prepared to assist in considering the potential for an expansion of the Brock Dump to take the garbage from at the very least, Durham and York.  There are negotiations with the Ministry of the Environment to amend the Certificate of approval with respect to the parameters of the Dump.

A review of the mapping, both Ministry of Natural Resources, and the Conservation Authority which seeks to protect the watercourses, lakes and rivers in the area, shows that the existing dumping is already up to the fence line, is of such a height as to now be visible to surrounding properties, has already been allowed to expand onto the floodplain itself.  No resident would be permitted to undertake such an encrosion with such impunity.
The Gartner Lee studies support the fears and observations of residents that the dump is already impacting on ponds, creeks, wetlands, and environmentally sensitive areas.

This is not an engineered landfill.  It is a fifty year old dump.  It leaks.

Mr. Curtis, on behalf of the Region and apparently as a representative of the York/Durham joint group dealing with the possibility of bringing in a means to deal with the residual waste for both areas, referred in his deputation to this Council, to a crisis or emergency which could cause them to take the position that out of necessity, this dump on this wetland should and would be made available to take masses of garbage.  This on a site which could not, under any circumstances pass the environmental standards which would be required of a new site.  Simply grandfather it in, and ignore the progress of environmental standards.

An emergency is by definition something unexpected, unanticipated, and unpreventable.

For 20 years Durham, York and Toronto have known of the need to make a long term solution.  This is and will not be an emergency.  It will constitute bad planning, which planning appears to have been part and parcel of the discussions in October, and November of last year.

It would, according to the Conservation Authority, be impossible for the dump to be expanded south further on to the wetlands and the floodplain, and they noticed that this has already occurred, as has building on a floodplain.  This would mean that the only way in which Durham could expand the footprint of the dump, without impeding directly and blatantly on the wetlands and watercourses to the south, would be to expropriate and expand north and west onto residents’ lands, which would in turn cause further pollution both through the plume of leachate and air pollution, to the adjacent lands, and on, and on and on.
Durham Region made clear under former Commissioner, Mr. Watson that the dump belonged to Durham, and they would do with it as they saw fit, on the 100 acres involved.  The new proposal would seem to involve either ignoring and breaching all regulations and laws with respect to environmental safety, or simply grabbing residents lands to accommodate their long anticipated emergency.  A self created emergency.  An easily anticipated emergency.  An excuse.  Furtherance of retrograde thinking with respect to Waste management as a whole.  A disregard for the welfare and best interests of your residents.

With the greatest of respect, Durham’s right to use its land within Brock stops at the moment, at the boundary, where it begins to impact negatively on the residents, on their lands, their health, their quality of life.

What can Brock Township gain by seeing the sacrifice of the Northern end of Brock with this proposal?  Some paving of the roads into the dump from the anticipated 404, Hwy 23, Hwy 12, Hwy 48, to manage the hundreds and hundreds of tandem trucks carrying garbage down roads daily in Brock, with farmers and farm equipment, with school buses, with local residents?
A quick look at what happened to the lands impacted by the Keele landfill will show that property values dropped dramatically and consistently as the site continued should that happen in Brock Township, so drops the tax base and Township revenues.  You can be assured that there would be a concerted demand for re-assessments downwards.  You can be assured that there would be a residents’ tax revolt, as they watched their lifetime work diminishing to accommodate the garbage of other Ontarians who would no longer have an incentive to find a solution to residual waste.  Whether working farms of three generations, or new homes, the impact would be devastating financially and environmentally.

We would now be looking to Brock Council including our Mayor and Regional Works Committee member to show leadership.

The residents of Brock have been kept from the consultation process of this issue, and no answers have been forthcoming from the Director or the Commissioner of Waste Management of Durham.  We have little expectation that those answers will be any more forthcoming tonite in Wilfred than they have been in person, in correspondence, or by telephone requests.
Our Mayor has said “more power to you” and “we’re right behind you”.

We appreciate that.  But the residents of Brock have elected officials to protect the residents, and to act in the residents best interests.  If we have not been vocal enough, if our concerns have not been property put to you, perhaps there has been a massive lack of proper communication.

That is over.  The residents wish to now make clear that Brock may be within Durham, which may be within Ontario, which may be within Canada, but it is still Brock, the place where we live, raise families, invest our futures, and we desire that this Council take a proactive, firm and unequivocal stance advising Durham that Brock will not be a host to garbage from outside Brock.  It is not, with respect, enough to say we won’t be a willing host.  It is only sufficient to say that we will not be the host.  Full Stop.

Durham seeks to devastate and pollute Brock.  We won’t put up with it.  We ask that similarly you not put up with it.  There can be no benefit to Brock in allowing this.  We are more than willing to work with you.  We wish to be fully informed, part of the consultation process, and for Brock simple to, flatly put the issue to rest with Durham by refusing to cooperate and to block a process which is aimed to dump hundreds of thousands of tones of someone else’s garbage out of sight, out of mind.  If Durham won’t be environmentally responsible, if they continue in this vein, if they continue to sight Brock as a potential solution to their problem at our expense, the residents of Brock Township have no option but to force the issue and see that the Ministry of the Environment requires a full and in depth Environmental Assessment of the Brock Dump, with all of the anticipated results.

We ask that we be given, with the assistance and cooperation of Council, all of the documentation necessary to analyze and defend Brock.  Brock and Georgina Against Garbage is being incorporated to allow it to seek and obtain Participant and Intervener funding.  We are prepared to take injunctive steps to stop the process.  No amount of compensation can be paid to permit this retrograde process to take place.

You have the backing of the residents of Brock on this.  We seek your leadership.  We observe your decision making and the forcefulness with which you protect this beautiful Township and its people, not Durham’s environmental wasteland.  It is time Durham was advised that someone lives here.  And those who live here will not stand by and see anyone’s self created crisis of bad planning destroy our community.

Subject to any questions, those are our submissions today.
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