Deputation of Brock and Georgina Against Garbage – Durham Region – May 17, 2006
Thank you for permitting us to present our deputation to you this morning, on behalf of a significant and rapidly growing number of concerned citizens from the area affected by the dump and Durham’s proposals with respect to the dump.

Representatives of Durham Works attended at Wilfrid in Brock Township on Monday night to answer the questions of residents, questions repeatedly put forward previously but simply never answered.

In March of 2006 it came to our attention that Brock Council was receiving a deputation by Cliff Curtis on behalf of Durham Works regarding the proposals to undertake an evaluation of the Brock Dump.  What became of concern at that time was Mr. Curtis’ talk of the dump becoming the “emergency” solution to a waste management crisis in Durham, York and possibly Toronto.  This crisis would most likely occur when the Michigan border closes which according to Durham and York is likely to be at the end of this year.

To our dismay we recently discovered that Mr. Curtis made a similar report to Durham and funding was sought to undertake a “technical evaluation” of the proposal.  This was a proposal to expand the dump, not to remediate it, close it, or provide a full environmental assessment of it.

While certainly receiving Mr. Curtis’ presentations with respect to alternate proposals for disposal of residual waste, our concerns remain with the proposed expansion in use and size of the Brock dump.

Some of the admissions made on May 14 by Mr. Curtis and his team and observations made by residents were as follows:

1. The Brock dump leaks badly and has already contaminated wells, ponds, streams, groundwater and soil in the area as well as affecting the wildlife and domestic animals significantly.

2. A large part of the 100 acres owned by the Region is on a floodplain, is part of a wet land, and is an environmentally sensitive area, leads to watercourses which ultimately lead to Lake Simcoe.

3. The dump is not engineered.  There is no liner to it, hence the leaching.  There may be a plan to mine out enough of the garbage to create a buffer within the existing property lines, but Durham would prefer instead to expropriate or otherwise obtain adjacent lands for that purpose, thus increasing their holdings of Brock lands.

4. There is no plan or intention, nor is it financially viable for Durham to properly secure the site by other than creating further and further land buffers.  There is no plan to secure the integrity of the dump by the mining out of the contents, much of which contain old refuse with heavy metals and other toxic material, and then lining the property.

5. Mr. Curtis, as did his predecessor Mr. Watson, take the view that they don’t have to meet current standards of safety as long as they meet the minimum regulations existing for what the euphemistically call a “Legacy Landfill”.  It is acknowledge by Mr. Curtis that this dump cannot ever pass an environmental assessment and there is no intention to undertake one, just to bring the place up to a minimum standard required as the property is grandfathered in.  The attitude remains, “it is our land and we’ll do what we want with it”.  Apparently compensating for irreparable harm is a better option than remedying an already threatening situation.

6. There are no other open landfills in this condition in Durham.  The rest have been closed.  If Durham tried to open a new one on a “greenfield” as Mr. Curtis called it, the environmental standards would be much, much higher than an old leaky landfill, filled to its perimeter in some areas, encroaching on wetlands and floodplain, poisoning adjacent lands, animals and residents already.
7. If the Michigan border closes there will be a 90 day warning on that.

8. If the Michigan border closes, Durham, York and Toronto, have no viable contingency plans for immediate relief.  In all cases, although Brock is and has always remained responsible for its own garbage, Durham, York and Toronto, may or will look to our leaky little old dump for relief.

9. The alternate solutions being proposed to thermally deal with the garbage are in an early study stage.  No site has been approved.  No method has been approved.  No reasonable time line has been identified.  In fact, even if there is no local opposition to a site location, even if the controversial proposals pass the environmental tests of the Ministry of the Environment, the proposal is in reality several years, if not indefinitely, away from being viable and handling the residual waste.

10. With no contingency plans and only the one little dump open, Durham, York and Toronto will seek to make their emergency our life long crisis and all incentive to proceed expeditiously with the proposal will come to a grinding halt.

11. The people of Brock and Georgina, and more specifically the northern portion of Brock, want you to know that they are not fooled into a sense of security by any of this.  There are too many contradictions.  Remediation or expansion.  Which is it?

12. The people of Brock will not stand for this proposal, of using Brock Township’s little leaky dump as a solution for poor planning, whether intentional or unintentional.

13. An emergency is by definition a “sudden” event requiring intervention.  There is nothing about a crisis which was foreseeable some 20 years ago and about which Durham, York and Toronto have done virtually nothing.

14. Our farm is a working dairy farm facing the dump lands, especially if this venture continues.  We are obligated as are all farmers, not to pollute adjacent lands with run off for manure or otherwise.  The dump is already pooling leachate around the perimeter and flowing into adjacent lands.  Mr. Curtis admitted he and his team has never undertaken the unpleasant task of walking the perimeter.  How can it be that Durham can leach chemicals into my land and I must pay huge amounts of money to avoid leaching manure or other nature contaminates into theirs or other lands?
I am here for two primary purposes and we base our requests and demands on facts contained in Gartner Lee studies from the Region, on the mass of documentation received on the website (some 5 binders of it) from the Regions, from the information provided at the Joint Durham and York information sessions, on the information obtained from our own Town Council, from information provided by Mr. Curtis and his team.  We didn’t think this up.  It is there in black and white.  It cannot be denied by anyone.  If we turn our backs, knowing what we know, what you and your experts and our representatives have told us, then we are fools who show you we do not care for our community, our environment, our lifestyle, our livelihood, our health and that of our Township.  I am here to tell you that we are not doing that, in droves of residents, protective of what we have, we will protect our community and our environment with all that we have because if this project is successful, if it is even a remote possibility, we will, in any case, lose all that we have.


We ask that the Brock Dump be immediately removed from all consideration of any sort of expansion in use or size, and that it never be made available to garbage other than that produced in Brock Township.  It will last 20 years, longer if we keep being proactive on the issue of diversion to recycling, composting and the like.

We ask that you communicate that to the Ministry of the Environment, vigorously on our behalf.  We ask that you do not ask the Ministry to approve any sort of work which would facilitate the use of this land and our adjacent farms, for any other garbage use.


Secondly, we ask that you do take steps with the Ministry, the Region and the Town to have the land assessed SOLELY for the purpose of securing it, cleaning it up, and winding it down for closure.  This would best be managed by requesting a full Environmental Assessment, not a limited or single purpose one, and we ask you to request this of the Ministry of the Environment.


If this is not financially viable, we ask that you wind down and close the dump and begin this process forthwith, undertaking only the remedial work necessary, and the monitoring, to prevent further damage to us and to our environment.


We ask this most respectfully.  However, you must know by now that we will not permit any other options to occur.  We ask that you support the residents of Durham in Brock and by example all Ontarians, in this proactive and responsible step.
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