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Anderson talks trash with council
Author: Scott Howard

Discussion about the local dump dominated regional chairman Roger Anderson’s annual visit with Brock council.
Local councillors jumped at the opportunity to ask for his opinion on the controversial issue.
Mr. Anderson, said that he approves of the Region’s plan to handle leachate at the site - which calls for 126,000 tonnes of Durham’s garbage to be deposited at the facility.
According to regional staff, that figure is needed to cover the cost of safely cleaning up leachate at the site.
“We think this remediation plan is a good one. It’s viable and somewhat cost effective,” he said.
Ward 4 councillor David Marquis pointed out that township council has already passed a pair of resolutions saying they would not act as a “willing host” to garbage from outside of the township.
Mr. Anderson said he understands the Township’s position, but said waste from other municipalities is needed to ensure proper clean-up of the site.
“We’re going to have to take garbage from outside of Brock... Brock only generates 5,000 to 6,000 tonnes a year. At that rate, it would take 20 years to clean-up the landfill. Nobody wants that,” he said.
Staff with the Region’s works department had originally targeted the expansion to include 850,000 tonnes. However, that figure was amended to 126,000 by the works committee.
While the motion ensures that any further expansion must go through regional council and the Ontario Ministry of the Environment, there is still a chance that more of Durham’s garbage will be coming north.
Should the planned energy-from-waste facility not be up and running by the time the Michigan border closes in 2010, the Brock landfill would likely prove to be the only option for regional officials.
“Anything above that 126,000 tonnes would have to come back to council for approval,” Mr. Anderson said.
“But if the facility isn’t open when the border closes, we’re going to be in trouble.”
However, Mr. Anderson confirmed the Region is looking outside of its borders for a landfill.
“We’re looking everywhere,” he said.
Ward 5 councillor Ted Smith asked if there was any sort of timeline for closure of the local site.
“I can’t commit to closing the landfill. There are just too many issues still on the table,” Mr. Anderson replied.
Meanwhile, members of B.A.G. (Brock and Georgina Against Garbage), a local group who have rallied  against the expansion of the Brock landfill site, are busy planning their next step.
In recent weeks, they have urged local residents to write letters to the provincial Ministry of the Environment and are now anxious to find out what alternative the Region is exploring to keep Durham’s trash out of the local landfill.
The group has scheduled a meeting next Thursday night to inform residents of the recent developments.
“It is important that everyone concerned about this issue attends as there will be a discussion on our next strategy,” said B.A.G. member Barbara Brett.
The meeting will be held at 7:30 p.m. at the Cannington Legion. 

