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'Neither the road nor the entrance to the dump were actually blocked but we did slow down traffic and handed out information flyers, many to people who knew nothing about the controversy.' 

A local group fighting against the planned expansion of the Brock landfill site brought its message to the streets last weekend.
According to B.A.G. (Brock and Georgina Against Garbage) member Heather Gillies, approximately 100 local residents picketed in front of the site Saturday.
“We’re gaining momentum,” she said.
Residents protested from 7 a.m. to 1 p.m., despite the inclement weather.
“It was cold and damp and it would cut right through you,” Ms. Gillies said.
“I’m really surprised that so many people stuck it out for as long as they did.”
While police were called, Ms. Gillies said the protest didn’t break any laws.
“Neither the road nor the entrance to the dump were actually blocked, but we did slow down traffic and handed out information flyers, many to people who knew nothing about the controversy,” she said.
“No one was being rowdy. No one was kept out of the dump... Generally it amounted to neighbour talking to neighbour.”
While three local politicians - Mayor Larry O’Connor, regional councillor John Grant, and Ward 3 councillor Anthony Woodruff - took part in the demonstration, they stopped short of saying they support the efforts of B.A.G.
“Attending the protest wasn’t meant as a blanket support of the group or a blanket condemnation of the Region,” Mayor O’Connor said.
“I don’t think there’s any harm in participating in a friendly protest,” Coun. Grant added.
“But the moment that it dips into something illegal, you won’t see me there.”
Mayor O’Connor also took issue with some of the “facts” B.A.G. members are reporting to the public, specifically the amount of waste that may find its way to the local landfill.
While regional works staff had originally targeted the expansion to include 850,000 tonnes, that figure was amended to 126,000 by the works committee.
According to Mayor O’Connor, many members of B.A.G. are still citing the 850,000 tonne figure.
“I don’t think some of the information they’re giving to the public is correct,” he said.
“When they cite incorrect numbers, they lose a little bit of credibility.”
Ms. Gillies responded to the accusation by saying that B.A.G. members haven’t pulled that figure from the air.
“It’s referenced in reports from the Region’s consultants and from the works department,” she said.
“We believe this 126,000 tonnes is just the first step and that the 850,000 tonnes is their plan. If the border closes before an incinerator is built, the Region won’t have any other choice
